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9) A. Nahman and G. Hillel, Jewish Quarter Excavations in the Old City of Jerusalem: The finds
from areas A, W and X-2 : final report. Volume 2 of Jewish Quarter Excavations in the Old City

of Jerusalem: Conducted by Nahman Avigad, 1969-1982 (Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society,
2000).
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10) C. Uehlinger, “Clio in a World of Pictures-Another Look at the Lachish Reliefs from
Sennacherib’s Southwest Palace at Nineveh”, L. Grabbe, ed., “Like a Bird in a Cage”: The
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Series 363, European Seminars in Historical Methodology 4 (Sheffield: Shefield Academic
Press, 2003), 221-305.
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34 S ot AY & RhEsitta 7] Sata k12 a1 B Sk FOo
2 Ze g2 vhgoy Zlo] opd uhi-o} F3h E2 ool vhE <l
T AY e Tk Zolth o] AY L 28 AL TAEE YA P
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T27F A AuA T A 2skEe] AFF B3 U 28 & 52

ol BhE Q1F Aol gkl BTt
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W23k A4 Z1(D. Ussishkin) @} o] B o3} =12 vy ofA] g o}

11) R. Borger, Die Inschriften Asahaddons, Konigs von Assyrien (Bissendorf: Osnabriick,
Biblio-Verlag, 1956), 104:37.

12) D. Luckenbill, The Annals of Sennacherib, Oriental Institute Publications vol. II. (Illinois:
University of Chicago, 1924), 102:90.

13) G. E. Wright, “Judean Lachish”, Biblical Archaeologist 18 (1955), 11.

14) D. Ussishkin, The Renewed Archaeological Excavations at Lachish (1973-1994), Monograph
Series 22 (Tel Aviv: Institute of Archaeology of Tel Aviv University, 2004), 699; Y. Garfinkel et al.,
“Constructing the Assyrian Siege Ramp at Lachish: Texts, Iconography, Archaeology and
Photogrammetry”, Oxford Journal of Achaeology 40:4 (2021), 417-439°| A} A0 §-.
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15) D. Ussishkin, The Conquest of Lachish by Sennacherib (Tel Aviv: Institute of Archaeology of
Tel Aviv University, 1982), 49-58.

16) Y. Garfinkel et al., “Constructing the Assyrian Siege Ramp at Lachish: Texts, Iconography,
Archaeology and Photogrammetry”, 417-439.

17) Ibid., 422.
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Rom FE wFOoE HAHJATHA 16:1; & 6:4 F). 1H Y Eavt o
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<Abstract>
A Reconstruction and Translation Proposal of the Siege Imagery
in Ezekiel 4:2 and 21:22:
An Archaeological and Linguistic Approach

MiYoung Im
(International Bible Museum / AnYang University)

In 2 Kings 18:9, when the Assyrian king Salmaneser ‘encircled’ Samaria, and
in 2 Chronicles 32:10, when the Assyrian king Sennacherib ‘encircled’
Jerusalem, we read the term ‘siege assault’ used to describe the Assyrian tactic
of warfare. A siege is ‘a war in which a conquering city is surrounded and
besieged, and its surrender is forced by cutting off the supply of food or troops.’
In the Bible, as well as in wall reliefs discovered in the mid-19th century at
Nineveh and other sites in the Middle East, the Assyrians used this method of
warfare to demonstrate their power. The Babylonian Empire would follow after
the Assyrians and emulate their “siege assault” warfare to wage an even more
brutal war as we see in Ezekiel 4:1-3 and Ezekiel 21:21-22. In Ezekiel 4:2,
YHWH directed Ezekiel to vividly describe the destruction caused by the
impending siege of Jerusalem, using military imagery to convey the horror of
the coming punishment and to emphasise the seriousness of sin and the
consequences of disobedience to YHWH’s commands. The coming war must
have struck fear into the hearts of the people of Judah, as they had already
experienced the Assyrians, who had destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel
and laid siege to Jerusalem in the days of Hezekiah. Finally, Ezekiel 21:21-22
tells us that the Babylonian king (Nebuchadnezzar II, 604-562 BC) had laid
siege to Jerusalem in fulfilment of the aforementioned prophecy. What did the
war look like to the people of Judah at that time? Unlike Assyria, Babylonia did
not leave behind images of war, however we can try to recreate it using
archaeological sources such as the Assyrian wall reliefs mentioned earlier and
the recently published excavations in Israel, especially at Lachish. Based on
these sources, we can begin to understand the Babylonian descriptions in Ezekiel
4:2 and 21:22; the Hebrew words used for the Babylonian siege are mazor
(7"3m), which means ‘enclosure and complete blockade,” dayek (p*7), which
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means ‘the wall of the monarch’s headquarters for the siege,” solella (H'?'?b),
which means ‘an artificial hill made of stones, earth, and wood,” and finally, kar
(72), which means ‘a weapon for breaking down gates and walls (siege engine)’.
Thus, on the tablet depicting the city of Jerusalem, Ezekiel writes, ‘They built
the walls of the royal garrison for the siege, completely surrounding the city, and
built hills of stone, earth, and wood, and encamped against it, and set up
weapons for breaking down the walls (Eze 4:2)’, the king of Babylonia “drew in
his right hand the bow of divination that was to go to Jerusalem, so he set up
weapons of breaking down the walls, opening his mouth to kill and shouting
with a loud voice, and he set up weapons of breaking down the walls against the
gates of the city, and he built a hill of stone, earth, and wood, and he encamped

against it, and he set up the walls of the garrison for the siege (Eze 21:22)”.



